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The economics of almond production in the province of Homs

Abstract:

The study aimed to analyze the costs of production and marketing of almonds
according to age groups and varieties in Homs governorate for the agricultural
season (2019), and in achieving its objectives, it relied on descriptive and standard
economic analysis of the primary data collected through the personal interview of
farmers in the eastern countryside of Homs Governorate, the study also dealt with
Estimating the functions of almond production according to the cultivated varieties
and identifying the most important factors affecting the production of almonds in
Homs Governorate by estimating the indicators of the economic efficiency of the
resources used in order to measure the effect of each of the elements used in the
production of the almond crop on the volume of production, as well as determining
the production stage in which it is The production of the sample farmers, in addition
to analyzing the functions of the production costs of the cultivated varieties in both
the short and long term, determining the volumes achieved for economic efficiency
and maximizing the profit, in addition to identifying the marketing paths of the crop,
calculating the marketing costs and marketing efficiency, measuring the level of the
marketing performance of the crop, and deriving Supply function of production in light
of different possible farm prices. The results of the descriptive economic analysis
showed that the Shami almond variety is the most prevalent variety in the studied
region. It was also found through the results of the analysis that the total costs of the
pre—fruit years amounted to (2429.29) SP / dunum, of which (68.26%) costs of
agricultural operations and (25.18). %) costs of production inputs in addition to
(6-56%) petty cash and capital interest. As for the costs of the years of fruition, they
were divided into fixed and variable costs and were studied based on the age of the
trees. The results showed that the variable costs for trees aged 5-10 years
amounted to (49.12%) ) The fixed costs amounted to (50.88%). While it was found
that the variable costs of trees from the age of (11-20) years amounted to (48.98%)
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of the total costs, while the fixed costs were (51.02%), while the variable costs of
trees older than 2(0 years amounted to (58.64%) of the total costs, and the fixed
costs amounted to (41.36%). The production costs per acre of aimond trees were
also calculated, according to the cultivated varieties. It was found that the highest
value of the total costs was for the French variety and the lowest value for the
municipal variety. Also, the results showed that the yield of the almond varieties used
for green consumption was the highest compared to the rest of the varieties. In
terms of the achieved profit, the French variety ranked first, as it was found that the
use of one Syrian pound of the variable assets of the French variety led to a profit of
(3-38) SP. The results showed that the almond varieties cultivated for green
consumption (Auja — Dfadaei) had the highest productivity compared to the rest of
the varieties grown in the studied area, which amounted to (245.2) and (241.51) kg
/ dunum, respectively, followed by the French almond variety, where its productivity
reached (164.7) kg. / dunums, while the lowest productivity was for the municipal
variety, reaching (104.48) kg / dunam. It was also found that the production flexibility
of all almond varieties in the sample, i.e. working in the first stage of increased
production, reflects the return on decreasing capacity, and on the level of economic
efficiency, it became clear that the limit was not reached The economic efficiency of
the studied factors, as the value of the economic efficiency factor increased
compared to the standard limit, that is, another combination of production inputs can
be used until the value of the marginal product equals the opportunity cost, which
can increase production and raise the productive efficiency of farmers in the studied
area. The results of the quantitative analysis showed that the optimal production
volume that reduces costs amounted to (23.5) tons, while the optimal area that can
be used to achieve the optimal size is (85.8) dunams, and the minimum price at
which almond growers sell (249100.17) SP/ton was calculated. The long—term
supply function was derived, and it was found that there is a positive relationship
between the quantity supplied of almonds and the price, when the price is greater
than (249100.17) SP/ton.
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